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BID LETTING
During FY 2009, MDOT received 5,246 bids from 363 different bidders for 878 projects in 23 bid lettings. State Trunkline 
projects comprised 445 of the total projects let. The remaining projects were 398 Local, 34 Aeronautics and 1 Freight 
Services. State Trunkline projects represented 50.7% of the total number of projects processed.

The total dollar amount for State Trunkline projects during FY 2009 was $1,068.7 million of the total low bid dollars of 
$1,387.9, or 77.0%. For FY 2008, $888.5 million of $1,260.6 million in total low bid dollars were State Trunkline projects. 
The total low bid dollars for State Trunkline projects increased 16.9% in FY 2009 compared to FY 2008. The low bid total 
for the remaining projects during FY 2009  was $319.2 million. The above data excludes projects where all bids were 
rejected.

REJECTIONS AND APPEALS
There were two low bid rejections during fiscal year 2009. Each of the two construction bidders submitted an incomplete 
test bid and neglected to withdraw the bid prior to the bids being downloaded. There were no low bid appeals during FY 
2009.

All bids were rejected on seven projects during FY 2009, or 0.80%, of the 878 projects let. Four of the seven were State 
Trunkline. One of the four State projects was classified as “All bids withdrawn” after bids were received. Each bidder of 
this project item did not comply with the DBE Solicitation Good Faith Effort notice to bidders. 

The low bidders of seven projects withdrew from performing work. Five of the seven low bidders were unable to obtain 
bonding. The second low bidder was awarded the contracts in each of the seven projects.

PREQUALIFICATION
At the end of fiscal year 2009, 846 construction contractors were prequalified. Of this number, 170 individual prequalified 
contractors were awarded prime contracts. For fiscal year 2008, 183 individual contractors were awarded prime contracts 
of the 739 prequalified construction contractors. Ten prime contractors were awarded 59.4% of the total low bid dollar 
amount in fiscal year 2009, compared to 47.8% for fiscal year 2008.

PAYMENTS
During the 2009 fiscal year, 13,201 payment estimates were processed totaling $1,270.6 million paid to contractors.

FY 2009 MDOT CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES 
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Bid Lettings 
Distribution of Program Area Projects
Accuracy of Engineers’ Estimates
Distribution of ARRA Projects
Development of Design Plans 
Contractor Prequalification
Distribution of Contract Bidding
Region Distribution
Payments

Summary/overview of project bidding and contract activity

FY 2009 MDOT CONSTRUCTION
CONTRACTING ACTIVITIES
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STATE PROJECTS vs ALL BIDS REJECTED
5 YEAR COMPARISON
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STATE PROJECTS vs. STATE ARRA PROJECTS
NUMBER by LETTING MONTH
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STATE PROJECTS vs. STATE ARRA PROJECTS
DOLLARS per LETTING MONTH
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All PROJECTS vs. ARRA PROJECTS
NUMBER by LETTING MONTH
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All PROJECTS vs. ARRA PROJECTS
DOLLARS per LETTING MONTH
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ALL PROJECT DOLLARS vs. ARRA DOLLARS
CUMULATIVE DOLLARS - Fiscal Year 2009

$0

$250

$500

$750

$1,000

$1,250

$1,500

LETTING MONTHS

D
O

LL
A

R
S 

(In
 M

ill
io

n)

ALL Project Dollars $55.6 $166.0 $198.8 $291.7 $400.1 $473.2 $626.4 $712.5 $861.6 $1,021.4 $1,163.6 $1,387.9

STATE ARRA Dollars $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.85 $34.56 $84.75 $169.48 $254.68 $321.96 $415.45

LOCAL ARRA Dollars $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $16.80 $35.32 $59.50 $70.45

OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP



15

0

100

200

300

400

500

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

N
um

be
r o

f P
ro

je
ct

s

MDOT CONSULTANT

31.5%

438

407

20.1%

448

19.4%

80.6%

79.9%
68.5%

*The total low bid dollar amounts exclude  
Real Estate program area and all bids 
rejected projects.

DESIGN OF STATE PROJECTS
NUMBER OF PROJECTS*



16

DESIGN OF STATE PROJECTS
LOW BID DOLLAR AMOUNT*

0.0

200.0

400.0

600.0

800.0

1000.0

1200.0

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

D
O

LL
A

R
S 

IN
 M

IL
LI

O
N

S

MDOT CONSULTANT

41.1%

43.3%

58.9% 56.7%

*The total low bid dollar amounts exclude Real Estate program area and
all bids rejected projects.

$888.5
$956.6

50.3%

49.7%

$1,068.3



17
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*At fiscal year end 2009, 846 construction      
contractors were prequalified

FINANCIAL STATISTICS
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Prime Contractor Awarded Amount Company Name Awarded Amount
Dan's Excavating, Inc. $115,746,918.13 Dan's Excavating, Inc. $221,722,892.64

Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc. $80,103,608.11 Walter Toebe Construction Company $123,550,741.42

Posen Construction, Inc. $65,201,860.16 C. A. Hull Co., Inc. $111,950,380.68

John Carlo, Inc. $61,474,996.34 Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc. $107,095,654.78

Michigan Paving & Materials Co. $57,472,181.37 D. J. McQuestion & Sons, Inc. $55,521,357.70

C.A. Hull Co., Inc. $55,835,719.52 Posen Construction, Inc. $51,901,770.34

Davis Construction, Inc. $49,734,506.76 Michigan Paving and Materials Company $45,397,888.20

Interstate Highway Construction $42,880,474.72 Ajax Paving Industries, Inc. $41,845,465.41

Ajax Paving Industries, Inc. $42,507,541.58 Cadillac Asphalt, L.L.C. $39,282,584.32

Cadillac Asphalt Paving Co. $31,650,150.42 Payne & Dolan Inc. $26,031,793.75

TOTAL  $602,607,957.11 TOTAL $824,300,529.24

FY 2008 FY 2009

TOP 10 PRIME CONTRACTORS 
OF AWARDED PROJECTS

CONTRACT DOLLARS
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SUPERIOR
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PaymentsPayments

During the 2009 fiscal
year,13,201 payment
vouchers were
processed totaling 
$1.27 billion paid to
contractors.




